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The Beginnings

×APDA was founded in 1961 to ñEase the Burden ï

Find the Cure òfor Parkinson ôs disease and has been 

growing continuously ever since. 

× It was incorporated as a 501 c 3 in New York State 

as the Ada I. Hursch Parkinson ôs Disease Foundation 

and changed its name to the American Parkinson 

Disease Association the next year. 

× The family of Elena & Salvatore Esposito of Staten 

Island, Fred and Faye Springer of Far Rockaway, with 

Ada I. Hursch are credited with its growth and 

contributions to the 1.5 million Americans afflicted 

with PD.



Dual Mission

Find the Cure 

× Scientific Advisory     

Board

Reviews all applications 

and recommends 

funding for centers for 

advanced research, 

fellowships and 

research grants 

Ease the Burden 

× 53Chapters ï
volunteers raising 

awareness and funds 

for PD research across 

the country

× 64 Information & 

Referral Centers ï
professionals  

providing information 

and  support to 

patients and their 

caregivers 



Ease the Burden 

Thousands of chapter volunteers, patients and caregivers 

sponsor events to  raise awareness and funds for

research. Each year approximately $2 million        

is raised from walks, rock -a-thons, galas, 

dinner dances, golf outing, cruises, a spa day,

luncheons, a chocolate fantasy, and even a 

gerbil race.  



INFORMATION & REFERAL 

CENTERS

Unique to APDA, Information & Referral (I&R) Centers are

professionally staffed by a neurologist, who volunteers his/her

services and are coordinated by a healthcare professional, often an

RN. Centers are located in major medical centers, usually with a

movement disorder program. I&R Centers:

× Serve as physician and service resources 

× Maintain more than 1,000 support groups

× Sponsor lectures, symposia, respite days 

× Distribute educational materials 

× Provide free patient and caregiver support 



Find the Cure

APDA has contributed more than 

$35 million to PD research in the 

form of funding nine centers for 

advanced research across the 

country and grants and fellowships 

to scientists whose work is deemed 

promising by the Scientific Advisory 

Board. 



Scientific Advisory Board 
Å G. Frederick  Wooten, MD ïUVA Medical Center ,   

Chairman 

Å James Bennett, Jr., MD, PhD ïVirginia Commonwealth

University  

Å Marie-Francoise Chesselet, MD, PhD - UCLA

Å Mahlon DeLong MD ïEmory U Medical School

Å Dennis Dickson, MD ïMayo Clinic Jacksonville

Å Un Jung Kang, MD - U of Chicago

Å Laura Marsh, MD ïJohns Hopkins U Medical School 

Å Erwin Montgomery, Jr., MD ïUniversity of Alabama 

Å Mary Maral Mouradin, MD ïRobert Wood Johnson 

Å Richard Myers, PhD ïBoston U Medical School   

Å Joel Perlmutter, MD ïWashington University 

Å Jacob Sage, MD ïRobert Wood Johnson 

Å Marie Saint Hilaire, MD ïBoston U Medical School

Å Evan Yale Snyder, MD, PhD ïBurnham Institute 

Å David Standaert, MD ïUniversity of Alabama 

Å Ray Watts, MD ïUniversity of Alabama



Centers for Advanced 

Research 

Å Boston University School of     

Medicine

Å Emory University School of 

Medicine

Å University of Pittsburgh

Å UCLA School of Medicine 

Å UMDNJ-Robert Wood Johnson 

Medical School

Å University of Virginia Medical 

Center 

Å Washington University  Medical 

Center 

Å University of Alabama

Å University of Chicago

Pictured ïWashington University, St. Louis


